
AN ITALIAN AFFAIR 

A Project by Claudia Pignatale  

Partners: Ethimo, Fenix, Moroso, Secondome 

Designers / Artists: 6:AM - Marta Abbot - Ron Arad - CARA \ DAVIDE - DWA Design Studio – Simone 
Fanciullacci – Flovver (Barbara Mattei) -  Duccio Maria Gambi – Luca Nichetto - Patricia Urquiola - 
Martinelli Venezia – Mandalaki - Næssi Studio- mist-o -  Studio Adolini - Gio Tirotto - 
Zanellato/Bortotto. 

A timeless journey through the excellence of Italian design is about to come to life in the Residence of the 
Italian Ambassador in Copenhagen, for 3 Days of Design of Copenaghen 12-14 June. 

"An Italian Affair" challenges the boundaries of time, celebrating the refinement, art and innovation of 
design and Made in Italy. In a unique combination of tradition and modernity, we will transform the elegant 
interiors of the residence into a stage for the most extraordinary and iconic creations where each element 
will be protagonist and will tell about a story of Italian craftsmanship and style. 

 Claudia Pignatale, curator and Creative Director of Secondome, has called together 4 Italian design 
brands, two self-producing, an artist, and a Flower Designer to bring to life this adventure where Italian 
design and savoir-faire will be the protagonists. 

 Ethimo, Fenix, Moroso, and Secondome are four Italian Companies united by a common passion for 
design, craftsmanship, and Made in Italy. 

 They will present a selection of iconic pieces inside the residence that will tell the story of each brand. 

 Our story will begin in the garden where OUT-FIT, Studio Adolini's project, will stand out, bringing Ethimo 
to create a new way of living outdoors and connecting with the landscape, extending the concept of comfort 
to an element dedicated to seeking balance between physical form and general well-being. A structure 
designed to stay fit surrounded by nature and promote an active and open-air lifestyle, in perfect balance 
between design and functionality, comfort and sport, without neglecting safety. 

 In the garden, there will be a site-specific luminous installation by Mandalaki where the artificial light of the 
Halo, light projectors inspired by the colors of nature, intends to immerse the visitor in a futuristic 
atmosphere where plants take on the colors of artificial light, absorbing it and changing their appearance. 

 Moving to the first floor, there will be a contrast between artificial indoor and outdoor where the first room 
will come to life with a winter garden thanks to the talent of flower designer Barbara Mattei (Flovver), an 
installation that will frame some pieces from the Ethimo collections: Patio and Rotin by Zanellato 
Bortotto, Venexia by Luca Nichetto, and the Bold concrete table. 

 Continuing into the second room, there will be a special research project by Design Duo Double Feature 
curated by Federica Sala for Fenix. An exploration work that investigates the multiple potentials of 
materials and surfaces starting from the concept of the double: six pairs of designers CARA \ DAVIDE, DWA 
Design Studio, Martinelli Venezia, Næssi Studio, mist-o, and Zanellato/Bortotto have been invited to 
design furnishing elements with a dual use, made by combining FENIX® materials with other surfaces 
produced by the group.  

  



“I have always been fascinated by how, in architecture and design to a greater extent than in other 
disciplines, a number of creative duos are active," says curator Federica Sala. "A creative couple, whether 
their relationship is purely professional or also extends to their private life, has to perfect the difficult art of 
dialogue and mediation in order to successfully combine the input of two different minds in a single design 
solution. To illustrate the exceptional versatility of FENIX®, either alone or in combination with other 
materials, we decided to multiply the number of minds involved in the project to encourage lateral thinking 
and, consequently, double projects: in form, function, transformation…” 

 On the walls will be the Pietra Viva works by Marta Abbot, made on a research of colors and materials in 
Carrara. The works were created in a historic Italian engraving studio (Fiorentino) using an ink made of 
Carrara marble powder that the artist collected in a quarry.  

 In the ballroom, there will be an installation by Moroso + Secondome. 

 The One Page armchair born from the sculptural seat with which Moroso and Ron Arad write a new chapter 
in the history of their partnership. An idea of a chair with iconic shapes and a conscious soul, expression of 
that design that combines projectuality, research, and artistic approach. A furnishing with sculptural design 
conceived ideally following the modeling of a single sheet of paper.  

The Gruuve sofa by Patricia Urquiola, a sofa with character to transform the living room into a convivial 
labyrinth. The Mangiafuoco tables where the duo Zanellato/Bortotto for Moroso rediscover the art of 
enamel on copper: a simple copper object, covered with vitreous powders, takes on an unexpected splendor 
once fired at high temperatures, assuming surprising colors and maintaining the nature of the metal intact.  

"Among all the arts, I know none more adventurous, more uncertain, and therefore more noble, than the 
arts that require the use of fire." Paul Valéry 

 From the artisanal tradition of blown glass without a mold combined with a nickel-plated brass structure, 
one of  the most iconic object of the Secondome collection, the one that marked the beginning of a 
partnership with Gio Tirotto, the Coexist collection globes, presented in Copenhagen in a new finish.  

The Altamira sideboard designed by Simone Fanciullacci, and the Jeunesse stools by Duccio Maria Gambi, 
the result of the collaboration between Secondome and Studio F with the creative direction of Claudia 
Pignatale, made of recovered maple wood in Turin.  

The armchairs and the Awaiting bench in brass and blue velvet the first and in velvet designed by Coralla 
Maiuri the second, designed by Giorgia Zanellato. Finally, the family of across tables in brass and enameled 
steel. 

 Finally, in the President's Room, there will be a site-specific installation of Murano glass vases and lamps by 
6AM, the creative duo formed by Edoardo Pandolfo and Francesco Palù, theirs is an evolving research that 
has led them to realize complex and ambitious projects with their sculptural objects. 
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